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This memorandum clarifies and expands the previous guidance on Section 
4(f).  This information supersedes the current information in Chapter 26-2 of 
the BDE Manual and 20-3 of the LRS Manual.  The attached 4(f) Policy Paper 
and Federal Register Notice of Net Benefit to Section 4(f) Properties will be 
included in future updates of the BDE Manual and the LRS Manual. 
 
 
Background 
 
The information presented in the Section 4(f) Policy Paper is FHWA’s official 
policy on the applicability of Section 4(f) to various types of land and resources 
and other Section 4(f) related issues.  The paper is divided into three main 
sections:  the Introduction, Section 4(f) Evaluation, and Section 4(f) 
Applicability.  The paper also includes Appendices, an Analysis of Case Law 
and the Section 4(f) Evaluation Diagram.  The introduction replaces and 
considerably revises the former Section 4(f) Background and Section 4(f) 
Evaluation sections of the 1989 document.  This comprehensive overview 
provides an organized approach to Section 4(f) and emphasizes key elements 
of the Section 4(f) process.  The Section 4(f) Applicability section is the heart 
of the Policy Paper.  It includes guidance, in question and answer format, on 
the applicability of Section 4(f) to various situations often encountered in the 
project development process. 
 
The “Final Nationwide Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation and 
Determination for Federal-Aid Transportation Projects That Have a Net Benefit 
to a Section 4(f) Property” Notice in the Federal Register is a programmatic 
evaluation that provides a procedural option for demonstrating compliance 
with the statutory requirements of Section 4(f).  It is in addition to the existing 
nationwide programmatic evaluations, all of which remain in effect.  This 
action is intended to promote environmental stewardship by encouraging the 
development of measures that enhance Section 4(f) properties and to 




























































































































